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A Arrival 
Students may enter the building at 8:00AM. If your child is a car rider, please drop them off in the car rider line at the 
front of the school. Our school day starts promptly at 8:30 AM. 
 

Assessment 
Throughout the year, all Kindergarten teachers assess progress in a variety of ways:  checklists, observation, 
computerized programs, and more. 
-GKIDS (GA Kindergarten Inventory of Developing Skills)- Georgia’s Kindergarten Assessment, Barrow County uses 
as report card. This assessment will continue all year, and is ongoing. 
-Kindergarten Checklist- This will be attached to report card and contains checklist for letters, sounds, numbers, sight 
words. 
-TRC (Text Reading Comprehension)- TRC helps understand student reading development by measuring a range of 
skills including reading fluency, accuracy and comprehension. TRC is administered in the Fall, Winter and Spring. 
-DIBELS (Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills)- Fluency and phonics based and helps assess basic 
literacy skills which students need in order to be able to read. 
 

Attendance 
Your child’s progress, both academically and socially, is influenced to a great extent by participation.  Regular 
attendance without tardiness is a key. Excessive absences hinder a child’s progress.  If your child is absent, please 
remember to send an excuse the next day. You may send a doctor’s excuse or a written note explaining why 
your child was absent. Emails are not accepted. 

B Before/After School Program 
BES offers a before-school and after-school program. Before-school begins at 6:30AM. The after-school program 
goes until 6:30pm. Check in the front office for more information 
 

Behavior  
I believe in teaching and modeling to students appropriate behaviors. Our classroom does not have a clip chart/ 
behavior chart. If we see this is something that might help your child we will work together to create one that would 
work for your child, in a parent-teacher conference. We will not be sending home a behavior report each day unless 
we see this is something your child needs. 
 
 
 



Birthdays 
Birthdays are special occasions for children.  If you would like to send in a birthday treat for the class on your child’s 
birthday (or ½ birthdays if their birthday falls during the summer), please let me know ahead of time! If you choose to 
send in a treat, we’d appreciate the necessary napkins, plates, etc.  
 

Box Tops for Education 
We collect box tops all year. Please save them and send them in a Ziploc baggie. (Please do not send 1 at a time, it 
is hard for us to keep up with them.) 
 

Brag Tags 
See attached paper   

 
Breakfast 
If you would like for your child to eat breakfast, please have them at school no later than 8:15 AM. Breakfast is 
offered to all students free of charge. 

C Change of Clothes 
Please keep a change of clothes in your child’s backpack for unexpected accidents. 
 

Classroom Website 
I love the use of technology and I often post pictures and other exciting happenings from our classroom on a weekly 
basis.  Our classroom website is: http://mrskatieedwardsclass.weebly.com.  
 

Conferences 
I will be scheduling 2 conferences during the school year (or more if needed).  If you feel the need to contact me at 
any time, please call the school, send a note, or email me to make arrangements for scheduling a conference.   
 

Connected with BES 
How can you stay connected? Visit our school website: http://www.barrow.k12.ga.us/bes, follow BES on Twitter 
@BES_Stars, follow our Bethlehem Elementary Facebook page. 

D Daily Binder 
We will use a daily binder for communication. Please make sure to check it daily. It will have a keep at home and 
return to school folder inside. There will be a labeled pouch in the front for money/notes. Make sure all money is in 
a labeled envelope.  
 

Dismissal 
Dismissal is at 3:15 P.M.  
 

Dress Code 
Students should be dressed in accordance to the Barrow County dress code.  Please dress your child in comfortable 
clothing that is appropriate for Kindergarten and appropriate for the weather.  

E Emergency Closings 
If schools are closed for a snow day or any emergency, local radio stations or the local TV stations will make an 
announcement, generally by 6:15 a.m.  Below are some of the stations you might try: 
AM Radio: AM 550, AM 640, AM 680, AM 750, AM 960 AM 1240,  
AM 1300 AM 1340 
FM Radio: FM 89, FM 89.5 FM 94.1, FM 95.5, FM 97, FM 98.5, FM 102, FM 102.3, FM 102.9, FM 106 FM 106.1 
Television: CH 2, CH 5, CH 11, CH 12, CH 46 
You may also call the school at 770-867-2238 for a recorded message or check the county website. 
www.barrow.k12.ga.us 
 
 
 

http://www.barrow.k12.ga.us/


F First Day of School 
Our first day of school will be August 1st. The first day of school often means tears for some kindergarteners. I have 
found that children often do much better when parents do not linger in the classroom the first few days. Tears tend to 
dry up quickly because we have so many fun things to do! When parents do linger it tends to take the child longer to 
become comfortable with their new surroundings. Once the children have adjusted, we welcome you back to 
participate in whatever way you can.  Thank you for your understanding! 
 

Footwear 
Please have your child wear shoes that are appropriate for running, active movement, and PE. Flip-flops are NOT 
permitted at any time during the school year; this is a county guideline. 

G Guests 
Family members are encouraged to visit our school for lunch and special classroom activities throughout the year.  
Whenever you, or a family member, enter the building please be sure you sign in and receive a Visitor sticker from 
the front office. 

H Homework 
Homework will consist of practicing flashcards (either letters, numbers, or sight words), fluency practice, reading for 
20 minutes a day, and a poem of the week activity. You will receive more information in the weekly newsletter. 

I Ice Cream 
Ice cream will be offered weekly.  It will be $1.00 and is separate from the lunch account. Please only send in money 
daily. We cannot hold money in our rooms. 
 

Illness 
Please do not send your child to school if he/she has a temperature. Children should be free of a fever 24 hours 
before coming to school. If your child becomes ill at school, you will be called to come and get your child.  We need at 
least two working phone numbers at all times in order to contact you in case of illness or emergency. 
 

Instagram  
I have a locked Instagram account for parents to view pictures of our school days. In order to see the pictures you 
must ask to join our page on Instagram. The username is @mrsedwardskbes What better way to sneak a peek into 
your child’s day?! 

J Journal 
We will keep many journals throughout the year.   

K Keeping Updated 
Please check for a weekly email from me with all the important updates.  

L Library 
We have a scheduled library time each week. It will be part of our specials rotations. I will let you know in the 
newsletter each week when we will visit the library. Please make sure your child has their library book when it is our 
day to go to the library or they will be unable to check out another one until it is returned. 
 

Lunch 

Our lunchtime is 11:33-12:03. Lunch accounts can be viewed and updated via myschoolbucks.com. You can visit 
the café for more information. If you would like to purchase a lunch and eat with your child, the cost is $3.00. You are 
welcome to come and eat with your child.  Please sign in at the office and wait for us at the cafeteria. 

M Medicine 
If your child needs to take medicine during the day, please take the medicine to the front office. We are not allowed to 
administer the medicine in the classroom. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Money 
Please make sure all money is sent in a labeled envelope and placed in the zippered pouch of the STAR binder.  
This will be very helpful because loose money is easily misplaced. In addition, please label money envelope as 
follows: 

Child’s name 
Teacher’s name 
Money purpose: Ex: Lunch or Book order 
Amount of money enclosed 

 
Mystery Reader 
We will have opportunities soon for you to come and be a mystery reader to the class. Make sure to look for more 
information in the newsletters! 

N Newsletter 
A weekly newsletter will be sent each Friday. (You will also receive one on the first day of school.) The newsletter will 
contain information about what we are learning, classroom activities, announcements, and upcoming school events.  
****IT IS VERY IMPORTANT THAT YOU READ IT EACH WEEK!****  

 
Nurse 
We are very fortunate to have such a wonderful nurse at BES. We take care of minor hurts in the classroom, such as 
minor scratches or scrapes.  

O Outside Recess 
Your child will have outside recess time daily for approximately 30 minutes, weather permitting.  Please keep this in 
mind when you are helping your child select clothing for the day. 

P Parties 
We will have two parties throughout the year. We will have a Winter Holiday Celebration and an End of the Year 
Celebration! Though we cannot have but 2 parties, we will have many CELEBRATIONS throughout the year!  
 
Poems 
Every week your child will bring home a poem of the week. This poem is one that we practice in the classroom. The 
poem will have the sight word of the week, as well as skills to practice. The back of the poem has a different task for 
each night to complete as a family. The poem is to be completed and returned by Friday when we will perform it as a 
class and cut and paste it into our poetry journals. By the end of the year, your child will have a journal filled with all 
the poems from the year that they can read!  
 

PTA (Parent/Teacher Association) 
All parents are encouraged to join the school’s PTA. What better way to get involved with your child’s education and 
school? 

Q Quiet Time/Brain Break 
Students will rest for about 30 minutes daily for the 1st quarter. After the 1st 9 weeks, we will be phasing out quiet 
time. Please ONLY send a regular bath towel- no blankets, pillows, quilts, etc. It needs to be able to fit in a medium 
sized bag, thank you for understanding. 

R Room Parent 
If you are interested in being the room parent, please make sure to let me and/or PTO know. 
 

Rules/expectations   
See attached page.   

S Schedule 
See attached page.  

 
School Supplies 
See attached page.  
 
 



Snack 
We will have a short snack time (about 5 minutes) each day (time to be determined). Please send a healthy, easy, 
individual snack to school with your child each day. Some healthy snack items include: any fruit that has been cut up 
into slices or pieces, yogurt or pudding {don’t forget the spoon!}, trail mix, carrot sticks or other cut up veggies, 
graham crackers, goldfish crackers, dry cereal like Chex or Cheerios, pretzels. We also appreciate and welcome 
community snack donations for our students who occasionally forget their snack.  
 
Specials 
We are on a 7 day rotation with Specials. 1- PE, 2-Music, 3- Media Center, 4-Computer Lab, 5- PE, 6- Art, 7-
Computer Lab.  I will put the Specials for each week in our Newsletters. Make sure to send your child in 
sneakers/tennis shoes on PE days. 

T Transportation 
If your child will be going home a different way than what I have in my files, you MUST send me a note. I cannot let 
your child go with another adult or a different way unless you have notified me. We cannot accept phone calls or 
emails as transportation changes. You can send a fax if you are unable to send a note. The fax must include a photo 
ID, signature, and the transportation change. The fax number at BES is 770-307-0529. 
 

Tardies 
Students late to school (after 8:30 A.M.) are considered tardy. Tardies do include being checked out early from 
school. Tardies will be documented on the report card and you will receive a letter required by the county once your 
child has accumulated a certain number of tardies.  

U Unfinished Work  
You may see some unfinished work come home. If you do, please make sure to finish this with your child to help 
reinforce what we are doing in the classroom.  

V Volunteers 
We always need volunteers. Make sure to fill out and return the volunteer sheet in your packet you received.   

W Websites 
Learning:  
www.starfall.com  
www.abcya.com 
www.tumblebooks.com 
       user name: Bethlehem 
       password: books 
Alphabet site with animal sounds:  www.bemboszoo.com 
Books to read with activities: http://teacher.scholastic.com/clifford1/ 
Fun kid activities: http://pbskids.org/lions/games/ 
Reading activities according to short vowel sounds: http://www.starfall.com/ 
Little people activities: http://www.fisher-price.com/us/littlepeople/fun/default.asp 
Counting games: http://linktolearning.com/kindergarten.htm 

X eXperiences 

We will have many wonderful eXperiences this year such as, cooking, crafts, science experiments, making class 
books, and playing many learning games.  They will all be fun and eXciting! 

Y Yearbook 
You will have a chance to buy a yearbook for the spring.  What better way to capture those elementary years than 
with a BES yearbook?   

Z ZZZZ’s 
Your child should get plenty of rest each night.  Kindergarten students require 10-12 hours of sleep a day.  It is so 
important for your child to be alert and ready to learn each day. Going to bed at an appropriate time will ensure your 
child is in a good mood each day. Set a bedtime and be consistent- 8:00 pm if possible is GREAT!!  
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